Xu Lei &R

XU Lei, born in Nantong, Jiangsu, China in 1963, graduated from Nanjing Arts Institute in 1984,
currently works at the Creation Research Centre of China Art Academy and lives in Beijing as the Art
Director of Today Art Museum and the Editor-in-chief of “Classics” magazine. He is one of China’s
most distinguished contemporary painters, with a refined style that has been described as both
“noble and passive” by his fellow-artists.

He uses traditional tools, namely, rice paper and ink brush and absorbs inspiration on spirit and
structure from Song period painting and Ming period opera woodcuts, yet he opens a new path for
Chinese painting by extracting modern concepts from Rene Magritte, Yves Klein and Marcel
Duchamp.

In his works, he puts delicately drawn horses, chairs of the Ming period, butterflies or birds in
stage-like virtual spaces between curtains or between folding screens embroidered with ancient
maps. Through subtle interplay of motifs, the relationship between “emptiness” and “phenomenal
form”, the very essence of the traditional Chinese life philosophy and aesthetic, is elaborated
fascinatingly in a language truly modern.

A piece of his work is selected by Chateau Mouton Rothschild for use on its label for the vintage

2008. His paintings have won a wide audience outside of China, and he held a solo exhibition at the
Browse & Darby gallery in 1997, and at Asia House, London in 2011.
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1963 Born in Nantong, Jiangsu Province, China

1984 Studied traditional Chinese painting at the Nanjing Arts Institute, China
Currently a fellow of the Art Academy of China, Art director of the Today Art
Museum, Editor-in-chief of the magazine Classics
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Selected Solo Exhibitions

He has received solo exhibitions at the Asian Division of the Library of Congress, as well as in New
York, London, Hong Kong and other places.

2016
2015
2013
20M

2009
2008
1999
1997
1995
1994
1991

BR
2016
2015
2013
2011

2009
2008
1999
1997
1995
1994
1991

“Xu Lei Solo Works Exhibition”, Chinese National Academy of Arts, China
“Fugue- Xu Lei Solo Exhibition”, Suzhou Museum, China

“Xu Lei’s solo exhibition”, Asia House, Goedhuis Gallery, London, UK

“Blue Dream”, Asia House, London, UK

“Luna en el espejo — Xu Lei’s Solo Exhibition”, Kwai Fung Hin Art Gallery, Hong Kong
“Silent Voices: Ink Paintings by Xu Lei”, Joan B. Mirviss Ltd., New York, USA
“The Revival of Tradition”, Library of Congress, New York, USA

“Solo exhibition of Xu Lei- Jin Hua Shui Yie”, Keyi Galler, Nanjing, China
“New Work”, Browse & Darby Gallery, London

“The Mystery of Absence”, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong Kong

“Solo Exhibition of Xu Lie”, Jiangsu Province Art Museum, Nanjing, China
“Xu Lei’s Painting Exhibition,” Cultural Office of the Italian Embassy, Beijing
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Selected Joint Exhibitions
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“Lightness - A Clue and Six Faces”, Hive Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing

“lllusion image - Contemporary Chinese Ink Art Series I”, Hive Center for Contemporary
Art, Beijing

“SHUIMO?”, Sotheby’s, New York, USA

“Ink-Logic, EsseSpace, KUART

“Huan Zhen - The fable of image”, Invitation exhibition of CHinese contemporary fine
brushwork painting, Ink Gallery

“Three Alums Nine Colors - New Gongbi Painting Invitational Exhibition”, Shanghai
Museum, Shanghai, China

“Chinese Literati Art Exhibition”, ACAW, Fuller Center, New York

“The Revive of Tradition — Contemporary Art Exhibition”, London International Book Fair,
London

“The Original Form of Ink”, Sanchuan Modern Art Museum, Nanjing

“Chinese Shangshi Ink Painting Exhibition”, Asian Art Week in London, MD FLACKS
Gallery

“Through All Ages — Long Museum Opening Series Exhibition”, Long Museum,
Shanghai

“Weary and Extend — Start From Nanjing”, Sanchuan Modern Art Museum, Nanjing
“Resurrection of the Tradition - Chinese Contemporary Art Exhibition”, La Galleria Pall
Mall, London,UK

“Reshaping History: Chinart from 2000 to 2010 Pavition of China”, China National

Convention Center, Beijing, China

“Pavition of China at The 12th International Architecture Exhibition”, La Biennale di
Venezia

“Chinese Gardens for Living”, The Square—Brussels, Belgium

“Zhifu: The Extention of Medium”, Tang Contemporary Art, Hongkong

“Illusion/ Nature — The New Direction of Chinese Gongbi”, Beijing Art Academies
Gallery, Beijing

“Case Studies of Artists in Art History and Art Criticism”, SZ Art Center, Beijing, China
“Zeichen im Wandel der Zeit, Chinesische Tuschemalereider Gegenwart”, Staatlichen
Museen zu Berlin, Staatlichen Kunstsammlungen Dresden

“New Age — The Road of Chinese Painting”, National Art Museum of China, Beijing
“What’s Next?—Chinese Contemporary Art Exhibition”, Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong
“Sensitivity—Memories of Twelve Artists’ Works”, Dimensions Art Center, Beijing, China
“Rotation”, Nanjing Qinghe Contemporary Art Cente, Nanjing, China

“Southeast China; Group Exhibition of Hong Lei; Tang Guo and Xu Lei”, Beijing TS1
Contemporary Art Center, Beijing, China

“Poetic Reality: A Reinterpretation of Jiangnan”, RCM Gallery, Nanjing, China

“The New Classic Five People Exhibition”, Sun Yat Sen Memorial House, Taipei Group
Exhibition of Zhu Wei, Xu Lei and Peng Wei, Season Gallery, Beijing

“Group Exhibition of Zhu Wei”, Xu Lei and Peng Wei, Season Gallery, Beijing

“Qi Cheng Zhuan He”, Jiangsu Province Art Museum, Jiangsu

“Make Up — Chinese Opera Art Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing/Zhuqgizhan Art
Museum, Shanghai
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“Pele da cidade: Imagens of Metropole Contemporanea”, Galeria Tap Seac of Macau,
Macau/ Shenzhen Museum of Art, Shenzhen

“Beyond Temporality: Presentation of Photography According to Contemporary Art
Approach, Ping Yao Conspire, Beijing TS1 Contemporary Art Center, Beijing

“Art Nova of Gongbi Group Exhibition”, Nanjing Dajia Gallery, Nanjing

“One to One - Photographs From China”, Chambers Fine Art, New York, USA
“Photographs From Nanjing”, , Nanjing Art Museum, Nanjing, China

“Dragon’s Nation: Contemporary Art of China”, , Irish Museum of Modern Art, Ireland
“The First Nominative Exhibition of Fine Arts Literature”, Wuhan, China

“The Different Same-Contemporary Art Exchange Exhibition”, Shanghai Duolun

Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, China

“Behind the Reality Other Modernity, Dimensions Art Center”, Taipei, Taiwan
“Paper\Colour”, TaiKang Art Museum, Shanghai, China

“Contemporary artist Print art Exhibition”, Today Gallery, Beijing, China

“The Conversation With Chagall: Dimen Thematic Art Exhibition”, Art ShangHai,
Shanghai

“Exhibition of Chinese Ink & Wash Paintings”, Edinburgh, UK

“Contemporary Silk-Screen by Chinese Artists”, Dynasty Art Group, Taipei, Taiwan
“Exhibition of 5000 Years of Chinese Art and Civilization”, Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao,
Spain

“Exhibition of Shanghai Art Museum’s Collection”, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai,
China

“Neo-Inkpaintings, Liuhaisu Art Museum”, Shanghai\ Jiangsu Province Art Museum,
China

“New Frontier-New Vision”, Shanghai, China

“Chinese Contemporary Ink paintings and Sculpture”, Paris, France

“Exhibition of 5000 Years Of Chinese Art and Civilization”, Guggenheim Museum, New
York, USA

“New Voices: Contemporary Art Dialogue Among Taipei”, Hong kong & Shanghai, China
“Dimensions Art Center-- Taipei \ Hong Kong Arts Centre 5 Chinese Artists”, Arte

Nel Castello

“Chinese Contemporary Art”, International Art Garden Museum, Beijing, China

“The Art Show of Eight Artist From China”, Browse & Darby Gallery, London

“The International Asian Art Fair”, New York, U.S.A

“Walasse Ting & Xu Lei”, The International Fine Art and Antiques for Asia, Singapore
“The Practical Art of Paper”, Shanghai Library, Shanghai, China

“China\ Avant-Garde”, China art Museum, Beijing, China
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